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By MP Staff  Reporter

KWAMHLANGA - Police in Mma-
methlake near KwaMhlanga, are 
investigating a culpable homicide case 
as well as failure to stop aft er an accident 
opened on Wednesday, 09 June 2021, 
following a horrifi c car accident, which 
claimed nine lives of pupils who were 
scholars at Nkotolane Primary School in 
Mmamethlake in 1965. 

It is said that on 01 May 1965, 27 learn-
ers aged between 18 and 19, from the 
said school were part of music com-
petitions earlier in Pankop where they 
scooped a trophy. Th ese learners were 
reportedly ferried in a truck and were 
dropped next their school where parents 
were jubilantly waiting to receive them.

Information at police disposal indicates 
that as they were busy alighting from the 
truck, a certain bakkie with two occu-
pants appeared driving in a high speed 

and plunged into them resulting in 
some sustaining serious injuries whilst 
nine of them sadly died.  

Th e injured victims were then taken 
to nearby diff erent hospitals and some 
stayed for more than two years admit-
ted. 

All the victims are now pensioners and 
still having terrible scars in their bodies 
alleged to have been caused by the 
accident. 

Details on what exactly transpired  
regarding the incident as well as the 
whereabouts of the one who was 
driving the bakkie remains part of the 
probe. 

Police in this regard make a clarion call 
to members of the public with valuable 
information that can assist in this case 
to come forward. 

Th ey also request Mr Koos Engelbrecht 
whom they believe can assist in this 
probe to urgently contact them. Engel-
brecht is said to have been previously 
resided around Nylstroom / Modimolle 
in Limpopo Province and anyone 
who knows his whereabouts, is urged 

to contact the Investigating Offi  cer, 
Captain Solomon Moshime at 082 065 
1355 or call the Crime Stop number at 
08600 10111. Alternatively members 
of the public can send information via 
MYSAPSAPP. All received information 
will be treated as confi dential.

POLICE IN MPUMALANGA INVESTIGATE 
CULPABLE HOMICIDE AND FAILURE TO STOP 
AFTER AN ACCIDENT, WHICH CLAIMED NINE 
LIVES LEAVING SCORES, INJURED IN 1965

THREE POLICE OFFICERS CHARGED FOR ALLEGED CORRUPTION - P3
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By MP Staff  Reporter

NELSPRUIT - A 24-year-old woman 
was reportedly hacked to death by her 
boyfriend in a domestic violence related 
incident, which took place on Friday, 11 
June 2021, at Hartebeeskop near Oshoek. 
As a result of this incident, a 33 year 
old suspect is due to appear before the 
Eerstehoek Magistrate's Court, Monday 
14 June 2021, in connection with her 
murder.  

Reports indicate that a concerned citizen 
notifi ed the police about a domestic 
violence incident in which a man was 
reportedly abusing his girlfriend at a 
certain house in the area. Upon the 
police arrival at the scene, they found 
the woman with severe multiple injuries 
lying in a pool of blood. She was unfor-
tunately certifi ed dead by paramedics. 
Police then registered a murder case and 
immediately launched a manhunt for the 
suspect. Th eir relentless eff orts paid off  
as they managed to immediately make a 
breakthrough the same day, when they 

sniff ed the suspect out of his hiding place 
at Dondonald near Elukwatini, hence the 
court appearance.
Preliminary investigation suggests that 
the woman was allegedly hacked by the 
suspect who then fl ed the scene there-
aft er. Police also discovered that on 
Th ursday, 10 June 2021, the suspect was 
convicted by the court in a business bur-
glary case where he received a suspended 
sentence. 

Th e Acting Provincial Commissioner 
of the SAPS in Mpumalanga, Major 
General Th ulani Phahla has strongly 
condemned the incident in which this 
woman died. General Phahla has called 
on people to refrain from using violence 
in order to resolve domestic issues.  
“Gender-Based-Violence can never be 
condoned as a normal behaviour in our 
society or something to be emulated. 
Th ose who grew up in violent family 
setup where violence was the order of the 
day, should urgently get professional help 
before it is too late, “remarked General 
Phahla.  

WOMAN REPORTEDLY HACKED TO 
DEATH IN A DOMESTIC VIOLENCE INCI-
DENT, SUSPECT DUE TO APPEAR BEFORE 
COURT FOR MURDER

By MP Staff  Reporter

MPUMALANGA - On 12 MAY 2021, the 
Mpumalanga Department of Education 
together with the South African Police 
Services closed down Everest College sit-
uated in the Mbombela Circuit, Ehlanzeni 
District. 

Th is closure comes aft er the Department 
learnt that the College was established, 
maintained and operated without being 
registered by the Department of Education. 

Th e operation of this so-called college is in 
violation of the South African Schools’ Act 
(SASA) Number 84 of 1996 as amended, 
which clearly states that: "No person shall 
establish and maintain an independent 
school unless it is registered by the Head 
of Department. It further states that, any 
person who contravenes this is guilty of an 
off ence and upon conviction shall be liable 
to a fi ne or imprisonment for a period of 
up to three months."

Th e Department thus advises parents 
of all aff ected children to apply for 
admission in the nearby schools and 
that they will be assisted accordingly. 

Th e Department will continuously 
close illegal Independent Schools 
throughout the province. As some of 
the schools operating illegally are un-
known to the Department, members 
of the community are thus requested 
to alert the Department or the police 
should they suspect that there is an 
institution that is operating illegally. 

Th e Acting Provincial Commissioner of 
the South African Police Service in Mpu-
malanga, Major General Th ulani Phahla 
indicated that people should stop their ille-
gal activities of operating bogus schools. “It 
is not only wrong to do so but also waste of 
time for learners. It is something that must 
be stopped with all the might of the law."

"Th e operation of illegal schools is very 
disruptive as it aff ects not only the children 
and their parents but ultimately aff ects 
the smooth running of the teaching and 
learning programme within circuits and 
districts. It is on that note that we advise 
parents to check the legality of any insti-
tution before they enlist or register their 
children. “Said MEC Majuba. 

CLOSURE OF ILLEGAL 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS 
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By MP Staff Reporter
 
MPUMALANGA – On June 07, 2021 
Three Family Violence, Child Protec-
tion and Sexual Offences (FCS) investi-
gating officers, Sergeant Bonisile Daph-
ney Mjali (45), Sergeant Xolani Howard 
Nxumalo (37) and Constable Thulisile 
Patricia Mkhatshwa (35) appeared be-
fore the Kabokweni Magistrates' Court, 
following their arrest on the same day 
by the Hawks' Serious Corruption 
Investigation team in Mpumalanga for 
alleged corruption.
 
It is alleged that on 07 January 2020, 
one of the accused was investigating a 
case of rape against the complainant, 
instead of arresting the suspect the 
accused phoned him and told him that 
she is investigating a case against him, 
but in order for him not to be arrest-

ed and for the case to be cancelled 
he must pay R25 000. The accused 
drove to the workplace of the com-
plainant, demanding money. He told 
them that he does not have such 
amount of money but he can only 
manage to give them R5 000 cash. 
 
They instructed him to put the 
money inside the state vehicle that 
they were driving and told him that 
they spoke to the Prosecutor and 
he said he can pay extra R10 000 
to make it R15 000. The accused 
kept on phoning the complainant, 
demanding money until he reported 
the matter to the Hawks who initiated 
an investigation. 

An undercover operation was conduct-
ed but the accused kept on postponing 
the meeting with the complainant. The 

court issued warrants of arrest against 
the trio which was executed today 
and the accused were arrested at their 
workplace. 

The trio appeared in court and they 

were released on R3 000 bail each and 
the case was transferred to Nelspruit 
Commercial Crime Court until 6 July 
2021.

THREE POLICE OFFICERS 
CHARGED FOR ALLEGED 
CORRUPTION

By MP Staff Reporter

EMALAHLENI – On June 11,  2021 The Crime Imbizo / Community Engage-
ment led by the MEC for Community Safety, Security and Liaison, Vusi Shongwe 
was held at Sy Mthimunye Stadium at Emalahleni. The event is aimed at giving 
an ear, by government to communities in a form of a reach out program.

The community around the area has attended the engagement under strict 
Covid-19 regulations and the event is held outdoor. The SAPS in Mpumalanga, 
led by the Acting Provincial Commissioner, Major General Thulani Phahla also 
forms part of the event. Other stakeholders who are in attendance are traditional 
leadership, the Community Police Forum (CPF), the department of Correctional 
Services, department of Health, the Moral Regeneration movement, as well as 
SANCA.

The Executive Mayor of Emalahleni, Clr Linah Malatji has welcomed all attend-
ees. The Acting HOD at Community Safety, Godfrey Ntombela gave purpose of 
the engagement. Major General Phahla has encouraged to continue to work with 
the police and bearing in mind that members are part of the community hence it 
is important to strengthen the partnership.

Currently members of the public continued to make their inputs.

COMMUNITY SAFETY, 
SECURITY AND LIAI-
SON CRIME IMBIZO
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By MP Staff Reporter

DELMAS - A motorist sadly suc-
cumbed to his injuries after a shootout 
with two armed alleged hijackers. The 
horrific incident unfolded on the 12 
June 2021, on the R50 Road at Delmas.

According to the report, a passerby 
informed authorities about two vehicles 
and three people lying on the ground 
next to the road. He further informed 
the police that the vehicles were riddled 
with bullets and the three men seemed 

to have been shot at. Police as well as  
medical personnel proceeded to the 
scene where they found a white Toyota 
Hilux Double Cab and inside was a 
male occupant with gunshot wounds. 
The other vehicle, a white VW Polo 
Vivo  fitted with police blue lights was 
also discovered behind the bakkie and 
two men were found inside with gun-
shot wounds as well. 

Preliminary investigation suggests that 
the two men from the VW Polo, were 
trying to hijack the bakkie when a 

shootout ensued. The alleged hijackers 
were found with police face masks as 
well as reflector jackets. Two firearms 
were also seized from the scene and the 
serial number on one of the firearms 
has been filed off. 

The confiscated firearms, one belong-
ing to the victim and the other to the 
suspects, will form part of the probe. 
The victim as well as one of the suspects 
have already been identified and it has 
been discovered that the suspect was 
previously arrested for crimes related to 

hijacking of vehicles.  

Several incidents were reported at Del-
mas SAPS where victims were hijacked 
and robbed of their vehicles as well as 
valuables by suspects who disguised 
themselves as law enforcement officers, 
driving vehicles fitted with blue lights. 
Some of the said suspects have since 
been arrested and their cases are before 
court.

MOTORIST DIES FROM AN ALLEGED SHOOTOUT WITH 
TWO ARMED HIJACKERS WHO WERE ALSO FATALLY SHOT

By MP Staff Reporter

NELSPRUIT - A 24-year-old woman was 
reportedly hacked to death by her boyfriend 
in a domestic violence related incident, 
which took place on Friday, 11 June 2021, 
at Hartebeeskop near Oshoek. As a result of 
this incident, a 33 year old suspect is due to 
appear before the Eerstehoek Magistrate's 
Court, Monday 14 June 2021, in connection 
with her murder.  

Reports indicate that a concerned citi-
zen notified the police about a domestic 
violence incident in which a man was 
reportedly abusing his girlfriend at a certain 
house in the area. Upon the police arrival 
at the scene, they found the woman with 
severe multiple injuries lying in a pool of 
blood. She was unfortunately certified dead 
by paramedics. Police then registered a 
murder case and immediately launched a 
manhunt for the suspect. Their relentless 
efforts paid off as they managed to imme-
diately make a breakthrough the same day, 
when they sniffed the suspect out of his 
hiding place at Dondonald near Elukwatini, 
hence the court appearance.Preliminary 
investigation suggests that the woman 
was allegedly hacked by the suspect who 
then fled the scene thereafter. Police also 
discovered that on Thursday, 10 June 2021, 
the suspect was convicted by the court in a 
business burglary case where he received a 
suspended sentence. 

The Acting Provincial Commissioner of 
the SAPS in Mpumalanga, Major General 
Thulani Phahla has strongly condemned the 
incident in which this woman died. General 
Phahla has called on people to refrain from 
using violence in order to resolve domestic 
issues.  “Gender-Based-Violence can never 
be condoned as a normal behaviour in our 
society or something to be emulated. Those 
who grew up in violent family setup where 
violence was the order of the day, should 
urgently get professional help before it is 
too late, “remarked General Phahla.  

WOMAN REPORTEDLY 
HACKED TO DEATH IN 
A DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
INCIDENT, SUSPECT 
DUE TO APPEAR BEFORE 
COURT FOR MURDER
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By MP Staff Reporter

The elderly people are encouraged to 
register so that arrangements are made 
for them to be inoculated for COV-
ID-19.

This is the message to all the elderly 
people following the second roll out of 
the vaccination programme that com-

menced on 17 May 2021 at Ermelo. 

The MEC has received his jabs for 
the virus today at Ermelo Provincial 
Hospital, which has been identified as 
one of the COVID-19 vaccine sites in 
the province.

While at the hospital, the MEC was 
generally happy with the level of pro-

fessionalism displayed by the health 
workers towards the elders. 
The senior citizens, who patiently wait-
ed for their turns, were taken through 
by the health workers on all processes 
involved. 

The MEC also pleaded with them to 
always observe social distancing while 
in queues and also to continue fully ob-

serving all COVID-19 health protocols.
He has further discouraged communi-
ties from listening to people who are 
casting aspersions on the vaccine. 

He said that the vaccines are an impor-
tant tool to protect the senior citizens 
who are more vulnerable than other 
population groups.

THE CAMPAIGN TO 
VACCINATE ELDER-
LY CONTINUES, MEC 
SHONGWE LED BY 
EXAMPLE MEC Vusi Shongwe

Nasikhuluma ngeembandana 
ngesiNdebele kufanele sihluka-
nise hlangana kwesilo, isilwana, 
isidana nesibandana. Ngesikhu-
wa bazihlukanisa ngalendlela:

• Isilo – carnivore (ngesikhulu 
begodu sidla inyama yodwa, 
njenge Ngwenyama, Ingwe, 
iNgwenya (njalo njalo)
• Isilwana – Carnivore – 
(ngesincani begodu naso sidla 
inyama, njenge Ngolonyama, 
Ingwelwana, iPaka (njalo njalo)
• Isibanda – herbivore 
(ngesikhulu begodu sidla 
iinthelo notjani, njenge Ndlovu, 
iNdlulamithi, uMkhombo (njalo 
njalo)
• Isibandana – herbivore 
(ngesincani begodu naso sidla 
iinthelo noutjani, njenge Kgabu, 
ikokoni, idzibha (njalo njalo)

IIMBANDANA NGESIKHUWA NANGESINDEBELE

iNala – isiNdebele 
Nyala – English 

Imvubu - isiNdebele 
Hippopotamus – English

Isavukazana somango – isiNdebele 
Warthog – English 

iSambana – isiNdebele
Aardvark – English / Afrikaans 

iPunzi – isiNdebele 
Duiker – Afrikaans 
 

iQudu – isiNdebele 
Kudu – English   

By Saai Mahlangu

Many individuals who get married 
place emphasis on taking out life cover 
to protect their families in the unfortu-
nate event of death.
 
However, when going through the 
emotional stages of a divorce, reviewing 
and updating your life policy can often 
be the last thing on your mind.
 
Lee Bromfield, CEO of FNB Life says, 
similar to the process of entering into a 
marriage contract, partners should fac-
tor in unfortunate circumstances like a 
divorce when taking out life insurance 
for their families, especially if there are 
children involved.

 He unpacks five options available to 
consumers after a divorce:
 
• Changing beneficiaries – if you are 
no longer financially dependent on 
each other, you should review and 
update your beneficiary details. This is 
to ensure that the correct beneficiaries 
are paid out should anything happen to 
one of you.

• Banking details – individuals who 
are paying their policies from a joint 
account should contact their insurer 
and update their banking details, to 
avoid the policy lapsing if premium 
payments are no longer honoured.

If your policy lapses, you will no longer 

be guaranteed the same premium on a 
new policy, due to factors such as age 
and your current health conditions, 
amongst other factors.

Similarly, if you were financially 
dependent on your partner, you can 
either takeover the policy payments or 
discuss the way forward during your 
divorce settlement negotiations.

• Financial need of children – when 
there are children involved, an agree-
ment should be reached by both parties 
in order to protect them financially 
should both or one of you no longer 
be around. The decision taken will be 
based on your individual circumstances 
as well as estate planning arrangements.

 • Sum insured – your financial 
situation may change after a divorce, 
making it necessary to adjust your life 
cover amount to cover any shortfall.

• New policy – individuals who did 
not have a policy of their own while 
married should now consider taking 
out their own policy.
 
“Failure to review and update your life 
policy after a divorce, may not only 
lead to family disputes and costly legal 
battles, but those who are dependent 
on you in financial distress,” concludes 
Bromfield.

WHAT HAPPENS TO LIFE COVER AFTER DIVORCE?
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IIMBANDANA NGESIKHUWA NANGESINDEBELE

iNala – isiNdebele 
Nyala – English 

By Mp Staff Reporter

The following statement was delivered 
by the DA Mpumalanga Spokesperson 
on Health, Jane Sithole MPL, during 
a Hybrid Sitting and Health Budget 
Debate of the Mpumalanga Legislature 
on 10 June 2021.
 
Hon Speaker, there is a very concerning 
trend in the department of health that is 
making more headlines where patients 
are left to die or permanently scarred 
due to medical negligence. 

The department of Health in Mpuma-
langa has been struggling for many 
years to provide healthcare to the 
people of this province and the situation 
is worsening. Covid19 just exposed how 
deep the rot is. Way before Covid19 
came to our shores, the holes were 
visible. Hon. Speaker, year after year, 
litigations are getting more and more 
due to medical negligence.

In the 2020/2021 financial year the de-
partment paid in excess of R18 632 319 
for litigations. Currently the department 
is sitting with litigations of over R261 

million pending just in the first quarter 
of the current financial year.

Hon. Speaker, most of these cases 
are for children born with cerebral 
palsy due to negligence during birth. 
Hon. MEC one would think by now 
you would have established a plan or 
intensify training to reduce the number 
of these cases and ensure such mistakes 
do not take place.According to the 
department, they did not institute any 
disciplinary action against any health-
care worker/s because all investigations 
did not point at any human error!! This 
is very hard to believe.With the nation-
al three-year freeze on public servant 
salary increases, a restricted overtime 
allocation, Litigations against the 
department are more likely to increase. 
Healthcare workers get over worked, 
chronic staff shortages will continue, 
coupled with undesirable working 
conditions, a recipe for more human 
errors that continue to ruin lives and 
cause long term damage and suffering 
to families. 

Hon Speaker, the Emergency Medical 
services in Mpumalanga is in shambles 

to say the least. Once again, the budget 
for this EMS has been decreased by 
19%. Therefore making it impossible to 
carry out any recruitment and appoint-
ments of the much-needed EMS Station 
Managers, Shift Supervisors, Advance 
life Support, intermediate life Support 
and Basic Life Support paramedics. Can 
the Hon. MEC tell this house if any new 
ambulances will be bought or not? The 
DA welcomes the 9% budget increase 
for Central and Tertiary hospitals and 
hopes that this increase will be put to 
good use by ensuring that orthopedic 
surgeries are prioritised, and the waiting 
period shortened.

The DA would like to urge the Hon. 
MEC to address the challenges facing 
the health care support services within 
the department as this program is vital 
in assisting the criminal justice sys-
tem. The case of Mama Rose Memetje 
in Bushbuckridge points to a broken 
system that is heart breaking, this is a 
mother who cannot bury her son who 
was murdered two years ago and burnt 
beyond recognition during a high jack-
ing. Although everything that is needed 
to perform DNA tests was collected 

from her and her whole family two 
years ago, to this day she is still waiting 
to bury her son. Everyday, she is told 
of backlogs and more backlogs. This is 
wrong!

Hon. MEC, when you plan to build any 
new healthcare facility for our growing 
population, please remember that most 
of the current health facilities are plaque 
with staff shortages and shortages of 
equipment. Maintenance of our health 
facilities is also another challenge. The 
DA hopes that the 10% budget increase 
on the health care facilities program will 
go towards addressing this challenge.
The DA would like to pay tribute to all 
our frontline workers, the real heroes, 
and heroins who are putting their lives 
at risk daily in order to save ours and 
our loved ones. Your selfless acts will be 
remembered by generations to come, 
your sacrifices are immeasurable. We 
salute you!

Hon. Speaker, actions speak louder 
than words! If the actions can match 
the grand speech that we just heard 
from the Hon. MEC, maybe we will get 
somewhere.

MPUMALANGA HEALTH DEPARTMENT PAYS OVER R18 MILLION IN 
MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE BUT FAILS TO HOLD ANYONE ACCOUNTABLE



8 MPUMALANGA PRESS                                               11 - 25 JUNE 2021

MPUMALANGA PRESS

Sportsports
NJENDUNA 

WELDING WORKS 
AND STEEL

We specializes in:

All Steels Welding | Aluminium Welding 
 Stainless Steel Welding | Windows and 

Burglars Maintenance,  Repairs 
and Alterations 

Copper welding | Pipe Tubing | Welding 
Boilers 

For inspection and quotation, call Won-
der Bhuda at 082 098 6455 / 073 001 2355

Address: Stand No. 582, Kwaggafon-
tein D, KwaNdebele, 0458.

“Th e best and creative weld-
ing works”

PREMIER TO ASSIST DE-
VELOPMENT OF SPORTS 
IN THE DISTRICT 
By Mp Staff  Reporter

BALFOUR - Launching the energy month in Balfour in the Dipaleseng Local Munic-
ipality, Mpumalanga Premier, Refi lwe Mtshweni-Tsipane said Mpumalanga residents 
need to start participating in sports. She urged the public to make use of public play 
grounds and all other sporting facilities. 

Th e Premier also encouraged women to continue leading  the struggle against gen-
der-based violence. “ I urge men to stop in dismantling the systems that undermine 
and denied women the ability to fully utilise their basic right, ” said the Premier.

Mtshweni-Tsipane pledged to assist the development of sports in the district munici-
pality as she handed over sports equipment to local clubs. 

Premier handing over sports equipmentLocal dance team showing their talent.


